INTRODUCTION
surroundings, and will need a century or more to
acquire an incrustation which will make it
tolerably harmonious. The palace, five centuries
old, has passed through many hands. Built by
the popes, in the seventeenth century it was
ceded to the republic of Venice, from which in
due course it was taken over by the imperial
house of Austria. A hundred years later, in
1915, the kingdom of Italy took it back from
the Habsburgs. Thus popes, kings, and condot-
tieri have successively ruled in this palace,
which in massiveness, size, and the thickness of
its walls probably excels every other palace in
Rome. Beyond question as regards the spacious-
ness of its halls it transcends them all.
The great folding-doors stand open day and
night; but in front of them two militiamen are
on guard, and there is a tall porter in a silver-laced
uniform to ask your business when you wish to
enter. Still, it is easy enough to gain admittance,
seeing that in the mezzanine there is an archeo-
logical library for which a reader's ticket can
readily be procured. A man who made an attempt
on Mussolini's life was furnished with such a
card. In the evenings I saw a great many young
men at work consulting the catalogues. Upon
the entresol there is an iron gate to bar the
staircase, but this was not always closed. The
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